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Influencing Reading Activities
Throughout The Summer
by Nancy Nickodemus, Merrill Park School, Saginaw
program, and a library application
card ready for the parent's signature.
The reading teacher went through the
materials in the folder with the parents
and then suggested that they play
some of the reading games. Parents
had lots of fun doing this. Much joking and rib bing went on! Once the
games were played the parents, then,
constructed the same game(s) to take
home. Four different games at each
of the different reading levels were
available each night, for the parents to
copy. All the necessary materials for
making the games were provided at the
tables.
A collection of discarded children's
books, also, was presented at the
Summer Fun Reading Workshop. Parents were invited to take three or four
of these books home to read with
their children during the summer. The
school placed no emphasis upon having
the books returned. The Book Fair
was set up on the other side of the
room. Parents were able to browse
among those books and purchase any
they wished.
It had been important to make sure
that the books selected for the Book
Fair were those which children wanted
to read. A first grader, third grader,
and a fifth grader went to the. book
store with the reading teacher and the
librarian. Each child was given a shopping cart and went wheeling among
the shelves in the store, trying hard to
get just the books he thought other
children of his age would want to read.
It was not long until all the carts were
filled. What a good time the children
had!
When the shoppers got back to
their building, the children made up
little "commercials", telling about all
the different books which had been

Previous experiences had shown
that, by the end of the summer, many
children had forgotten much of the
reading skill acquired during the school
year. How do teachers keep children
reading during the summer? How do
schools make reading "fun"? How can
parents get involved? These were the
main objectives for the end of year
activities which were held in the reading room during the last two weeks of
school.
The first event of the two-week
period was the Summer Fun Reading
Workshop for parents. The second
event was a Book Fair for students
and parents. Last, but not least, came
a Trade-A-Book Day for all students in
the building.
For the Summer Fun Reading Workshop, each teacher contacted three or
four parents whom they felt would
benefit from coming to the workshop.
After confirmation, the parents received special invitations giving the
date, time, and place of the workshop.
Each workshop ran for approximately
one hour. Fathers were welcome, and
several came. One couple came with
motorcycle helmets under their arms!
Upper grade parents came on Wednesday night and the lower grade parents
came on Thursday night. One support
teacher, the principal, and the reading
teacher were present at each session.
The purpose of the Summer Fun
Reading Workshop was explained as
the parents sat at round tables in an
informal atmosphere. Each parent received a packet of materials and a
folder of ideas. Included in the folder
were explanations of simple word
games, ideas using the newspap~r,
word lists, information on the local
bookmobile, the city's summer library
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selected. These commercials were presented throughout the school by means
of the "intercom" and personal visits
to the classrooms. The personal visits
provided opportunities for telling and
answering questions about the Book
Fair.
One group of low-achieving fifth
grade boys listened to the commercials,
interviewed the salespeople, and then
made signs to help advertise the merchandise. The signs were posted in hallways for all to see. These several sales
techniques were repeated on subsequent mornings to keep everybody
reminded until the day of the Book
Fair.
When the Book Fair was ready for
the students, each room was scheduled
to go in for a fifteen minute visitation.
This allowed everyone to visit the Fair
on the first day. Book prices ranged
from 19¢ to $2.45. Sixth grade "secretaries" wrote down the titles and the
prices of the books which the younger
children wanted to buy. The children
took the written information home
and brought the required money the
next day. Older children visited the
room, decided on the books they
wanted to buy, and made mental
notes of the prices so they would
know how much money to bring. And
then the rush was on!
As popular titles were selected and
it became apparent that the supplies
were diminishing, certain strategists
hid their selections behind shelved
books, in secluded corners, and inside
desks. An occasional enterprizing shopper slipped a book or two out an open
window or under a shirt to prevent its
sale to a classmate.
By the middle of the second day of
the Fair, it was necessary to purchase
another supply of books, and, then,
again on the third day. In three days
the Fair sold $494.00 worth of paper
backed books.
The children really loved those
books. They walked in the halls, going
home and going to their rooms, run-

ning into each other because they had
books in front of their faces. Many
children reported how very much they
enjoyed the book they had bought.
.Parents came in to buy books, not
only for then but also for the hot
summer days ahead. It was good to see
the children and parents really enjoy
reading!
Two days later, during the TradeA-Book Days, children brought in as
many books as they wished to trade.
The books had to be interesting to
children and in good condition. For
each book brought in the donor received a ticket. The next day, when
all books were in, the children used
their tickets to obtain different books.
Having the "trading days" close to the
Book Fair meant that many of the
books were almost new or in very
good shape. Both children and teachers
commented on how nice it was to get
new books at no cost. On the first
day 240 books were brought in. On
the second day almost all books were
traded. These "trading days" could
have gone on longer since it was something that easily caught on and snowballed.
In the fall, following these activities
for motivating reading throughout the
summer, questionnaires were sent to
the parents who had participated in the
Workshop. Inquiries were made about
their use of the books, games, and
materials obtained at school in the
spring. The parents reported that they
had enjoyed working with the children
for whom the materials had been
prepared. Furthermore, they told
about having shared their materials
and know-how with other children in
their families and with other children
in the neighborhood.
The girls and boys, who had participated in the Book Fair and in the
Trade-A-Book Day, greeted the new
school year with numerous questions
about possibilities for repetitions of
the spring time events. Teachers asked
if there could be another Workshop.
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In short, there was much subjective
evidence that teachers had kept children reading during the summer, that
school had made reading "fun" and
that parents had been involved. And,
subsequently, children had maintained
the reading skill acquired during the
previous year!
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